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Highworth  Rural  District  Council 


Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Authority: 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  — 

Dr.  D.  M.  Martyn-Jones,  m.b.,  ch.b.,  d.p.h. 

A part-time  officer  who  is  also  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to 
the  Cricklade  and  Wootton  Bassett  Rural  District  Council, 
Assistant  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  Assistant 
School  Medical  Officer. 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Housing  Officer — 

A.  G.  Underwood,  cert,  s.i.b.,  m.s.i.a. 

MEAT  AND  FOOD  CERT.  CERT.  NAT.  INST.  BUILDERS. 

Additional  Sanitary  Inspector  — 

F.  R.  G.  SELWOOD,  CERT.  R.S.I.,  M.S.I.A. 

MEAT  AND  FOOD  CERT. 

Assistant  Housing  Officer — 

D.  L.  Walker. 

Unqualified  Assistant  to  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Rodent  Operator  — 
R.  W.  Morris. 

Shorthand-typist  — 

Mrs.  S.  J.  Wheeler. 

Changes  in  Staff. 

During  the  year  1949,  Dr.  R.  P.  Beatty,  who  had  been  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  to  the  Highworth  Rural  District  Council  for  35  years, 
retired  from  office  on  the  appointment  of  Dr.  D.  M.  Martyn-Jones.  In 
addition,  the  shorthand  typist,  Miss  J.  O.  Butt,  resigned  in  August,  after 
4 years  service,  her  place  being  taken  by  Mrs.  S.  J.  Wheeler. 

Mr.  D.  L.  Walker,  who  was  appointed  as  Unqualified  Assistant  to  the 
Sanitary  Inspector  and  Rodent  Operator,  was  officially  re-appointed 
Assistant  Housing  Officer  on  February  18th,  1949,  and  in  his  place,  Mr. 
R.  W.  Morris  was  appointed  as  the  Unqualified  Assistant  Sanitary  In- 
spector and  Rodent  Operator. 

Offices. 

During  1949,  the  offices  were  situated  at  No.  27  Bath  Road,  Swindon, 
but  in  early  1950,  new  offices  will  be  taken  over  at  19  Bath  Road,  and 
will  be  known  as  The  Council  Offices. 


3 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 


Highworth  Rural  District  Council 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen: 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  the  Annual  Report  for  the  year 
1949,  which  has  been  prepared  on  the  lines  suggested  in  the  Ministry 
of  Health  Circular  2/50. 

This  Report  deals  almost  entirely  with  the  last  year  of  office  of  my 
predecessor  Dr.  R.  P.  Beatty,  who  was  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for 
this  district  for  thirty  five  years,  from  1915,  until  November,  1949,  when 
he  retired. 

During  the  year  the  district  remained  free  from  serious  epidemics, 
and  Dr.  Beatty  joins  with  me  in  thanking  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  his 
Staff  for  their  co-operation  in  maintaining  the  high  standard  of  health 
which  our  district  has  enjoyed  for  many  years. 

I am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

D.  M.  MARTYN- JONES. 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  of  the  District  (Acres)  ...  ...  ...  48,691 

Number  of  Parishes  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Estimated  Resident  Population  (Civilians)  ...  ...  20,010 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (Approximately)  ...  ...  5,370 

Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  £107,046 

Sum  Represented  by  a penny  rate  ...  ...  ...  £427 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  in  1949  ...  ...  115 

By  private  enterprise  ...  ..r  ...  ...  11 

By  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  ...  104 

Number  of  domestic  dwellings  connected  to  main  water  sup- 
ply in  H.R.D.C.  water  undertaking  area  ...  ...  156 

Number  of  domestic  dwellings  connected  to  main  water  sup- 
ply in  the  Swindon  Borough  Water  undertaking  area  ...  36 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE 
AREA. 

(a)  Laboratory  Facilities. 

The  Area  Pathological  Laboratory  at  present  sited  at  the  Isolation 
Hospital,  Swindon,  now  undertakes  all  bacteriological  and  pathological 
examination  for  the  district.  The  presence  of  this  laboratory  and  its 
experienced  Staff  within  easy  reach,  is  of  great  assistance  to  us. 

(b)  Hospital  Facilities. 

All  cases  of  infectious  Disease  can  be  treated  at  the  Isolation  Hospital, 
Swindon.  Only  serious  cases  or  those  who  cannot  be  satisfactorily  nursed 
at  home  are  in  fact  admitted,  each  individual  case  being  considered  in 
conjunction  with  the  General  Practitioner  notifying  the  case. 

(c)  The  arrangements  for  the  following  health  services  operating  in 
this  district  are  made  by  the  County  Health  Committee. 

Care  of  expectant  and  nursing  mothers  and  young  children. 
Domiciliary  midwifery. 

Health  Visiting. 

Home  Nursing. 
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Arrangements  for  vaccination  and  immunization. 

Ambulances  and  ambulance  cars. 

Domestic  helps. 

Arrangements  under  Part  3 of  the  National  Health  Service  Act. 

1947,  for  the  prevention  of  illness. 

Health  Education. 

Mental  Health  Service. 


National  Assistance  Act,  1948. 

Section  47.  Removal  to  suitable  premises  of  persons 
in  need  of  care  and  attention. 

It  was  not  necessary  to  apply  for  a Court  Order  to  remove  any  of  the 
five  persons  who  were  found  to  be  in  need  of  care  and  attention,  as  in 
each  case  the  individual  concerned  agreed  to  enter  a home  voluntarily. 


Food  Poisoning  Outbreaks. 

No  outbreaks  of  food  poisoning  occurred  in  this  district  during  the 
year,  only  three  single  cases  being  notified. 

In  each  case  the  cause  was  found  to  be  an  organism  of  the  Salmonella 
group.  No  deaths  occurred,  and  no  particular  item  of  food  could  be 
incriminated. 


Notifiable  Diseases  in  the  Highworth  Rural  District  Area. 


Acute  Poliomyelitis. 
Acute  Polio  Encephalitis 
Cholera. 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever. 
Continued  Fever. 
Diptheria. 

Dysentry. 

Enteric  Fever. 
Erysipelas. 

Encephalitis  Lethargica. 
Measles. 


Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 
Pneumonia.  ( All  forms ) . 
Puerperal  Pyrexia. 
Relapsing  Fever. 

Small  Pox. 

Scarlet  Fever. 
Tuberculosis.  (All forms). 
Typhus  Fever. 

Typhoid  Fever. 

Whooping  Cough. 


Scabies  and  Contagious  Diseases. 

During  the  year  1949,  very  few  cases  of  Scabies  have  been  notified  to 
thisDepartment,  and  where  notified,  a proprietory  brand  of  cleansing 
skin  treatment  was  issued,  with  satisfactory  results. 


6 


Fumigation  of  Bedding  and  Clothing. 

The  fumigation  of  bedding  and  similar  articles  is  now  carried  out  at 
the  Swindon  Isolation  Hospital,  Gorse  Hill,  Swindon,  by  steam  treat- 
ment. No  charges  are  made  for  fumigations  of  any  kind,  unless  it  is 
requested  where  no  infectious  disease  has  been  notified,  when  a charge 
is  made  for  the  actual  conveyance  of  the  bedding  or  other  articles. 


Extract  from  Vital  Statistics 


Live  Births 

Total 

Male 



Female 

Legitimate  

324 

171 

153 

Illegitimate  

18 

8 

10 

TOTAL 

342 

179 

163 

Still-Births 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Legitimate 

9 

7 

2 

Illegitimate  

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

TOTAL 

9 

7 

2 

Birth  rate  for  area  ...  ...  16.8  per  1000  civilian  population. 

Comparative  figure  for 

England  and  Wales  ...  ...  16.7  „ „ „ „ 


Still-birth  rate  for  the  area  ...  0.44  „ „ 

Comparative  figure  for 

England  and  Wales  ...  ...  0.39  „ „ 


Total  number  of  deaths  occuring 

in  the  area  ...  ...  ...  211. 


Death  Rate  ...  ...  ...  10.4  „ „ 

Comparative  figure  for 

England  and  Wales  ...  ...  11.7  „ „ 
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Causes  of  Death. 


CAUSE 


MALE 


FEMALE 


Whooping  Cough 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System  ... 
Influenza 

Cancer  of  Buccal  Cavity  & Oesophagus 
Cancer  of  stomach  & duodinum 
Cancer  of  Breast 
Cancer  of  all  other  sites 
Diabetis 

Intra.  Cranial  vascular  lesions 
Heart  Diseases 

Other  diseases'  of  circulatory  system 

Bronchitis 

Pneumonia 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

Appendicitis 

Other  digestive  diseases 

Nephritis 

Premature  Birth 

Congenital  malformation 

Suicide 

Road  traffic  accidents 
Other  violent  causes 
Other  causes 


1 

2 

1 

1 

5 

16 

1 

10 

34 

7 

6 
7 
1 
2 
1 

2 

2 

1 

1 

3 

3 

9 


1 

3 
1 

6 

4 

5 

13 

33 

3 

3 

4 
1 


2 

1 

3 

2 

1 

9 


TOTAL 


116 


95 


Infant  Mortality. 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age. 


MALE 

FEMALE 

Legitimate 

4 

5 

Illegitimate 

1 

TOTAL 

5 

5 

Infant  Mortality  Rate.  i.e. 

Number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  1 year  of  age  per  1000  live  births  29.3 
Comparative  figure  for  England  and  Wales  ...  ...  ...  32 
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Tuberculosis.  New  Cases  During  1949. 


Distribution  according  to  age  and  sex. 


Age  Group 

Respiratory 

Non  Respiratory 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0 - 1 

.. 

1 - 5 

1 

# # 

5 - 15 

2 

1 

3 

.. 

15  - 25 

2 

3 

.. 

2 

25  - 35 

7 

5 

1 

35  - 45 

3 

1 

.. 

1 

45  - 55 

2 

1 

# # 

# 

55  - 65 

1 

.. 

65  upwards 

, • 

•• 

•• 

•• 

17 

11 

5 

3 

The  total  number  of  cases  notified  has  increased  since  last  year,  and 
it  is  regrettable  to  note  that  the  increase  has  occurred  in  the  age  groups 
between  28  and  45  years  old. 


Prevalence  of  and  control  over  Infectious  and  other  Diseases. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  note  the  reduction  in  the  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  in 
comparison  with  the  year  1943,  and  in  addition,  the  complete  absence 
of  any  cases  of  Diptheria. 


Year 

Scarlet  Fever 

Diptheria 

1943 

41 

4 

1944 

10 

12 

1945 

10 

4 

1946 

12 

Nil. 

1947 

11 

Nil. 

1948 

11 

Nil. 

year  under  review 

1949 

12 

Nil. 
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Analysis  under  Age  Groups. 


Disease 

Under  1 year 

1-5  years 

Diphtheria  

• • •• 

Scarlet  Fever 

5 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

• • • • 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever  ...  . 

• • • • 

Pneumonia  

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

Measles 

6 134 

Whooping  Cough 

3 7 

Erysipelas 

• • *. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

2 

Sonne  Dysentry 

2 

Typhoid  Fever 

.. 

TOTALS 

o 

VN 

T— < 

ON 

5-15  years 

15-25  years 

25-45  years 

45-65  years 

65  and 

upwards 

Total 

all  ages 

** 

• • • • 

7 

..  • . 

, . 

12 

•• 

1 

V. 

1 

•• 

• • • • 

• • 

• • 

1 

3 

3 

7 

• • 

••  • • 

• • 

111 

9 2 

262 

10 

• • .. 

• • 

20 

• • 

• • •• 

3 

3 

1 

1 

'»• 

4 

• • 

1 1 

• • 

* 

•• 

1 

•• 

4 

130 

11  8 

6 

314 
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REPORT  OF  THE 
SENIOR  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 


TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE  COUNCIL. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year 
1949,  which  is  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Ministry  of 
Health  Circular. 

During  the  year  under  review,  Dr.  R.  P.  Beatty,  who  was  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  for  thirty-five  years,  retired  from  office. 

I have  known  Dr.  Beatty  for  the  past  five  years  only,  but  I felt  on  his 
retirement,  that  I was  losing  an  old  friend  and  colleague,  to  whom  one 
could  always  turn  for  guidance  and  assistance,  and  although  he  is  still 
practising,  I hope  he  enjoys  a long  and  pleasant  retirement  from  Local 
Government  duties. 

The  Short-hand  Typist,  Miss  J.  O.  Butt,  also  resigned  for  matri- 
monial reasons  during  the  year,  and  I felt  her  loss  keenly,  as  she  took  up 
her  duties  at  the  commencement  of  my  office  and  undertook  with  me  the 
re-organisation  of  the  Department,  and  proved  to  be  a willing  and  loyal 
officer  to  both  the  Department  and  the  Local  Authority. 

I am.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

A.  G.  UNDERWOOD. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 

Number  and  Nature  of  Inspections  during  1949. 

Year 


1948 

1949 

Number  of  complete  housing  inspections  under  the  Rural 
Housing  Survey 

Number  of  detailed  inspections  made  for  housing  com- 

457 

172 

plaints  under  Rural  Housing  Survey 

293 

288 

Number  of  inspections  re  drainage  of  property 

111 

121 

Number  of  inspections  of  dirty  and  verminous  premises 

37 

49 

33 

33 

„ „ Requisitioned  properties 

25 

36 

33 

33 

„ „ Council  House  applications 

755 

921 

33 

33 

„ „ number  of  houses 

Nil 

11 

33 

33 

Interviews  with  Owners,  Agents  and  Builders 

93 

188 

33 

33 

Inspections  re  application  for  building 

Licence  ...  ...  •••  ••• 

159 

53 

33 

33 

Inspections  re  suitability  of  domestic  water 

298 

supplies  ... 

197 

33 

33 

Inspections  re  sampling  of  water  supplies  . . . 

60 

116 

33 

33 

„ „ Food  premises 

16 

147 

33 

33 

„ „ Camps  and  squatters 

425 

847 

33 

33 

„ „ Ice  cream  production 

13 

58 

33 

33 

„ „ Tents,  vans  and  sheds,  etc.  ... 

53 

95 

33 

33 

„ „ Keeping  of  animals 

11 

26 

33 

33 

„ „ Offensive  trades  ... 

7 

8 

33 

33 

„ „ Under  the  Factory  Act,  1937 

93 

120 

33 

33 

„ „ Rats  and  Mice  Destruction  Act 

273 

735 

33 

33 

„ „ Bakehouses 

15 

23 

33 

33 

„ „ Knackers  Yard 

8 

31 

33 

33 

„ „ ditches  and  streams 

27 

30 

33 

33 

„ „ Under  Shop  Acts 

16 

21 

33 

33 

„ „ Re  overcrowding 

18 

39 

33 

33 

„ „ Under  Milk  & Dairies  Order 

163 

233 

33 

33 

„ „ Refuse  Collection  & Disposal 

384 

470 

33 

33 

„ „ Under  Petroleum  Acts 

3 

31 

33 

33 

„ „ Re  infectious  diseases 

16 

42 

33 

33 

Miscellaneous  unspecified  visits 

43 

89 

33 

33 

Meat  inspections 

35 

163 

33 

33 

Inspections  re  taking  of  lodgers  ... 

263 

53 

33 

33 

„ of  schools 

16 

29 

33 

33 

„ re  outworkers 

19 

21 

TOTALS  ... 

4104 

5564 
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Control  of  Vermin  and  Verminous  Premises. 

Isolated  cases  of  flea  and  bug  infestation  were  dealt  with  during  the 
year.  The  cause  appeared  to  be  mainly  due  to  extreme  neglect  by 
certain  types  of  families  where  action  is  taken  under  the  Public  Health 
Ate,  by  service  of  a Notice,  or  in  the  cases  of  aged  persons  who  are  unable 
to  devote  to  themselves,  proper  care  and  attention,  and  in  these  cases 
also,  action  was  taken  by  the  Department. 

Cases  of  fly  infestation  were  also  notified  to  the  Department  during 
the  summer  period,  and  all  cases  were  treated  with  D.D.T.  vapour  gen- 
erators with  extremely  good  results.  In  addition  to  D.D.T.  vapour,  in 
the  cases  of  bug  infestation,  a proprietory  brand  of  bug  spray  was  used, 
and  in  all  cases,  it  was  found  unnecessary  to  give  second  treatment,  once 
again  showing  the  value,  if  properly  used,  of  D.D.T.  together  with  its 
residual  properties. 

Factory  Act,  1937. 

The  factories  within  this  area,  76  in  number,  are  generally  small  and 
varied  in  character,  with  the  exception  of  one  or  two  extremely  large 
concerns.  The  list  of  the  factories  is  given  below,  and  complete  inspec- 
tion of  these  factories  and  working  places  has  been  carried  out  during 
the  year. 

It  was  not  necessary,  during  1949,  to  take  strong  action  with  regard 
to  these  factories,  as  the  conditions  found  were,  in  a general  sense,  very 
good,  a great  deal  of  attention  being  paid  by  the  management  of  these 
factories  to  the  welfare  of  the  workers. 

However,  in  some  of  the  smaller  cases,  the  Sanitary  accommodation 
was  found  to  be  inadequate  or  unfit,  and  the  contraventions  were  brought 
to  the  notice  of  the  owners  or  managers  concerned,  and  in  every  case,  the 
matters  have  all  been  dealt  with  to  the  satisfaction  of  this  Department. 
A list  of  the  factories  and  the  type  of  work  carried  out,  is  submitted 
herewith. 


Type  of  Work  Carried  Out  Number 

Agricultural  Crop  Drying  ...  ...  ...  1 

Bakers  and  Confectioners  ...  ...  ...  13 

Blacksmiths  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Brick  making  ...  ...  ...  ....  2 

Brewing,  aerated  water,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  1 

Boot  repairers  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Bacon  curer  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

Engineering,  including  garages  ...  ...  24 

Joinery,  woodworking,  undertaking,  etc.  ...  11 
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Knackers  Yard,  tallow  melting  and  metal  sorting 

Meat  distributor 

Mat  and  rug  making 

Paper  baling 

Rope  making 

Sausage  making 

Sawmilling 

Tailoring 

Upholstering 

Wheelwrights 


1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

2 

1 

3 


Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal. 

During  the  year  1949,  the  collection  for  the  whole  of  the  area  was 
carried  out  by  a Dennis  10  cubic  yard  vehicle  and  the  Ford  7 cu.  yd. 
vehicle,  and  the  list  below  shows  the  amount  of  refuse  collected  and 
disposed  of  during  the  year. 

During  1949,  a new  tip  man  was  started  to  give  assistance  with  both 
collection  and  the  controlling  of  the  tips. 

The  Rural  District  Council  has  two  refuse  tips,  one  situated  in  the 
South  West,  in  the  Parish  of  Wroughton,  and  the  other  situated  in  the 
North  East  comer  of  the  district,  at  Highworth,  which  give  facilities  for 
easy  tipping  in  both  parts  of  the  district. 

The  tip  at  North  Wroughton  is  extremely  satisfactory  and  tipping 
is  carried  out  as  near  as  possible  to  the  Bradford  Controlled  Tipping 
system.  The  smaller  tip  at  Highworth,  at  first  considered  to  be  nearly 
filled,  continues  to  give  adequate  tipping  space  and  should  be  available 
for  the  Council  for  a further  three  to  five  years. 

Engaged  on  refuse  collection  at  the  present  moment,  are  two  regular 
drivers  and  the  relief  driver,  two  refuse  loaders  and  two  tip  men.  The 
man  who  was  engaged  in  the  baling  of  waste  paper  was  released  to  take 
up  other  duties  during  1949. 

Both  tips  receive  regular  and  careful  attention  with  regard  to  fly 
infestation  and  rodent  control.  It  was  found  during  1949,  that  the  cover- 
ing of  exposed  surfaces  with  Gammexane  gave  very  satisfactory  results; 
it  was  found  to  be  simple  in  operation  and  expedient  in  its  control  of 
flies,  crickets,  etc.  The  collection  and  disposal  of  refuse  has  been  main- 
tained to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  the  Rural  District  Council. 
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Parish  Cubic  Yard 

Bishopstone  ...  ...  ...  104 

Blunsdon  St.  Andrew  ...  ...  416 

Castle  Eaton  ...  ...  ...  68 

Chiseldon  ...  ...  ...  832 

Hannington  ...  ...  ...  68 

Haydon  Wick  ...  ...  ...  416 

Highworth  ...  ...  ...  1768 

Inglesham  ...  ...  ...  68 

Liddington  ...  ...  ...  104 

South  Marston  ...  ...  ...  208 

Stanton  Fitz warren  ...  ...  68 

Stratton  St.  Margaret  ...  ...  3536 

Wanborough  ...  ...  ...  208 

Wroughton  ...  ...  ...  1456 


TOTAL  ...  9,320  Cubic  Yds* 


Salvage  Collection  and  Disposal. 

On  page  17  are  shewn  the  usual  tables  of  the  weight  and  value  of 
salvage  materials  collected  and  disposed  of  during  1949. 

It  was  regrettable  that  during  1949,  when  in  most  districts,  house- 
holders were  co-operating  in  every  way  by  placing  outside  for  disposal 
waste  paper,  cardboard  boxes,  etc.,  the  paper  mills  and  paper  collectors 
informed  Local  Authorities  that  they  were  no  longer  in  a position  to 
collect  what  is  undoubtedly  a valuable  commodity,  and  in  consequence 
requested  that  the  waste  paper  should  be  stored  until  it  could  be  re- 
moved, but  no  guarantee  was  given  when  such  removal  would  take  place, 
and  the  Council  had  no  alternative  but  to  cease  the  collection,  and  to 
cause  the  waste  paper  to  be  mixed  with  the  other  refuse.  In  my  opinion, 
some  system  could  have  been  evolved  whereby  the  collection  could  have 
been  continued,  and  now  it  is  felt  that  the  householder  is  no  longer  co- 
operating by  placing  out  waste  paper,  and  there  is  a loss  of  revenue  and 
a waste  of  a valuable  salvage  material. 

Outworkers. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  tabulated  list  of  inspections,  under  Factory 
Act,  1937/1939,  that  inspection  was  carried  out  in  21  cases  of  outwork- 
ers, notified  to  the  Department.  There  are  actually  20  outworkers  who 
were  notified  to  the  Department,  and  generally,  the  employment  was 
stated  to  be  fancy  goods  or  glove  making.  However,  upon  inspection,  it 
was  found  that  very  few  of  these  people  were  actually  employed,  and  I 
think  this  will  be  noticed  in  the  Annual  Report  for  1950,  when  the  figure 
is  further  reduced. 
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1949 

1948 

] 

Weight 

T.  C.  Q.  lbs 

Value 

£ s. 

d. 

| 

Weight 

T.  C.  Q.  lbs 

Value 

£ s. 

d. 

Paper 

60  1 2 7 

349 

2 

8 

69  19  1 — 

446 

3 

6 

Rags 

3 18  3 18 

66 

1 

1 

3 10  1 21 

77 

6 

4 

Sacking 

3 10  1 5 

22 

0 

7 

2 12  3 23 

18 

11 

5 

Bones 

5 

1 

6 

3 

Non-Ferrous  Metals  

1 2 25 

3 

13 

11 

3 

1 

1 

3 

Ferrous  Metals 

18  5 1 — 

40 

7 

11 

14  10  2 — 

36 

19 

3 

Rubber 

1 7 2 — 

1 

7 

6 

1 17  1 — 

2 

5 

9 

Bottles 

2.5/6  doz. 

4 

3 

38  1/6  doz. 

50 

6 

— 

Jam  jars 

495 

24 

15 

Bonus  Increased  Paper 

20 

14 

6 

TOTAL 

87  5 —27 

482 

17 

11 

153  6 — 16 

i 677 

9 

3 

Shops  Acts. 

The  number  of  shops  within  the  district  stays  fairly  static  at  163.  As 
reported  previously,  they  are  mainly  family  concerns  with  very  few 
cases  of  outside  employment.  Inspections  have  been  carried  out,  but  the 
conditions  found  were  generally  satisfactory.  More  attention  however, 
was  paid  to  the  shops  where  food  was  sold,  with  regard  to  the  handling 
of  the  food,  and  the  hygiene  of  the  shop. 

Public  Houses. 

Inspections  have  again  been  carried  out  with  regard  to  the  sanitary 
accommodation  for  males  and  females,  water  supplies,  and  general 
hygiene,  and  where  defects  or  absence  of  proper  sanitary  accommodation 
were  found,  these  were  notified  to  the  persons  concerned,  and  the  work 
is  still  proceeding  on  general  improvements  to  Public  Houses  in  the 
area,  and  in  no  case  has  it  been  necessary  to  serve  formal  notice.  Appli- 
cations to  carry  out  any  works  of  sanitary  improvement,  are  supported 
by  the  Authority  with  regard  to  Building  Licensing. 

Rural  Housing  Survey  details  for  the  Year  1949. 

1.  Approximate  number  of  houses  in  the  area  ...  ...  5,255 

2.  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  schedule 

of  defects,  measured,  survey  sheets  typed,  and  recorded 

in  the  Housing  Survey  Register  ...  ...  ...  1,898 

3.  Number  of  houses  measured  not  in  above  and  not  yet  in- 
spected for  schedule  of  defects  ...  ...  ...  679 

4.  Total  number  of  houses  inspected  under  this  heading  ...  2,577 
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Categorisation  of  Houses  Inspected. 

Cat.  1 Cat.  2 Cat.  3 Cat.  4 Cat.  5 Total 
810  287  369  123  309  1898 

Action  taken  under  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  and  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1936. 

1.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  Notices 

were  served  requesting  defects  to  be  remedied  ...  294 

2.  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were 

remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  ...  2 

Proceedings  under  Section  II,  Housing  Act,  1936. 

1.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  Demoli- 
tion Orders  were  made  ...  ...  S 

2.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  undertak- 
ings were  accepted  by  this  Local  Authority  ...  Nil. 

Rodent  Control.  Rats  and  Mice  Destruction  Act,  1919. 

During  the  year,  a great  deal  of  work  was  carried  out  on  rodent  con- 
trol, and  in  the  period  under  review,  118  infestations  were  dealt  with 
satisfatorily.  There  were  no  major  infestations,  but  from  October  until 
December  the  migration  of  rats  from  open  country  to  the  built-up  areas 
was  greater  than  had  been  experienced  in  any  previous  year.  This  was 
difficult  to  understand,  if  adequate  treatment  was  being  given  to  farms 
and  farmland. 

It  was  also  very  noticeable  that  due  to  the  ratepayers  knowledge  that 
free  treatment  was  now  being  given,  every  use  was  being  made  of  the 
scheme,  and  reports  came  in  regularly  day  by  day,  even  in  cases  of  a 
single  rat  being  seen  within  the  premises. 

It  was  found  that  due  to  previous  years  of  experience,  1949  was  one 
of  the  most  successful  years  to  date,  and  more  rats  were  killed  than  in 
any  other  year. 

Good  co-operation  was  given  by  the  ajoining  authorities,  and  from 
the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries.  In  1949  the  Highworth 
Rural  District  Council  participated  for  the  first  time  in  the  Financial 
Aid  Scheme,  and  due  to  this,  receive  part  payment  of  the  costs  incurred 
on  Rodent  Control  during  the  year.  Charges  are  only  made  for  treatment 
to  business  premises  or  large  factories  or  firms,  and  on  a scale  of  charges 

laid  down,  and  to  date  no  cases  of  dissatisfaction  with  the  charges  made 
have  been  reported. 
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The  whole  of  the  Council’s  sewers  have  been  test  baited  and  poison- 
ing has  taken  place  regularly,  and  in  accordance  with  N.S.  19  of  the 
Financial  Aid  Scheme.  Successful  treatment  was  also  carried  out  to  all 
the  sewerage  works  and  to  the  two  Council  operated  refuse  tips  within 
the  area. 

The  rodent  operator  is  working  on  a part  time  basis  on  Rodent  Control, 
and  is  employed  in  addition,  within  the  Public  Health  department  on 
other  duties. 


Water  Supplies. 

Bacteriological  examination  of  all  the  public  supplies  of  water  through 
the  district  was  carried  out  on  a monthly  basis  and  all  the  water  was 
found  to  be  satisfactory,  both  in  quality  and  quantity. 

Results  of  these  analyses  are  shewn  in  tabulated  form  at  the  end  of 
this  report. 

The  Rural  District  Council  are  the  water  undertakers  for  the  district, 
with  the  exception  of  the  Parishes  of  Stratton,  Haydon  Wick  and  part 
of  Wroughton,  and  the  village  of  Bishopstone  which  is  supplied  by 
arrangement  with  the  Rural  District  Council  from  a private  water  supply 
owned  by  the  Ecclesiastical  Commissioners  for  England.  As  envisaged 
in  the  1948  report,  the  Rural  District  Council,  during  1949,  made  appli- 
cation to  provide  the  hamlet  of  Hinton,  which  is  within  the  Parish  of 
Bishopstone,  with  a piped  supply  of  water,  and  this  work  is  now  pro- 
ceeding. 

None  of  the  water  when  sampled  shewed  any  plumbo-solvent  action, 
and  chemical  analyses  were  taken  of  two  of  the  Council  supplies  at 
Wanborough,  and  as  a result  of  these,  and  previous  bacteriological  exam- 
inations, the  water  from  the  adit  in  the  hills  was  cut  out  from  the  supply 
at  Wanborough. 

Regular  samples  have  been  taken  in  individual  cases  where  wells  were 
being  used,  and  where  the  supply  has  proved  to  be  unsatisfactory  or 
contaminated,  action  has  been  taken  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936, 
and  at  Water  Act,  1945,  for  the  provision  of  a satisfactory  water  supply. 

The  work  of  providing  a main  supply  in  the  Parish  of  South  Marston 
was  completed  in  1949,  and  nearly  all  the  properties  within  the  Parish 
are  being  connected  to  this  supply. 
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Parish  Source 


Bishopstone 

Private  undertakers.  Ecclesiastical  Commissioner. 

Blunsdon  St.  Andrew  ... 

Borehole  at  Latton,  Swindon  Corporation  supply 
chlorinated. 

Castle  Eaton 

Borehole  at  Ashton  Keynes — Cricklade  and 
Wootton  Bassett  Council  Supply — chlorinated. 

Chiseldon 

Wells  at  Ogbourne  St.  Geogre — Swindon  Corpor- 
ation supply — chlorinated. 

Hannington 

Borehole  at  Latton — Swindon  Corporation  supply 
— chlorinated. 

Haydon  Wick 

Do. 

Do. 

Highworth  ... 

Do. 

Do. 

South  Marston 

Do. 

Do. 

Inglesham  ... 

Do. 

Do. 

Liddington  ... 

Borehole  at  Ham  Rd.  Wanborough — Highworth 
Rural  Council. 

Stanton  Fitzwarren 

Borehole  at  Latton — Swindon  Corporation  Supply 
—chlorinated. 

Stratton  St.  Margaret  ... 

Do. 

Do. 

Wanborough 

Borehole  at  Ham  Rd.,  Wanborough — Highworth 
Rural  Supply. 

Wroughton  ... 

Three  sources:  Markham  heading  springs.  Wells 
at  Gadbourne — Flighworth  Rural  Supply  for 
approximately  one  third  of  the  parish,  the  re- 
mainder being  supplied  from  boreholes  at 
Ogbourne  St.  George — Swindon  Corporation 
Supply — chlorinated. 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal. 


Parish 


Bishopstone  ... 
Blunsdon  St.  Andrew 
Castle  Eaton 
Inglesham 
Liddington  . . . 

South  Marston 
Stanton  Fitzwarren 
Wanborough 

Chiseldon 


Haydon  Wick 


Description 


..  > These  Parishes  have  no  proper  sewerage  system. 


The  built  up  area  of  the  Parish  is  sewered,  the  works 
comprising  detritus  tanks,  settling  tanks,  storm 
water  tank  and  treatment  by  land  irrigation. 

. . . The  built-up-area  of  the  Parish  is  sewered,  the  works 
comprising  a settling  tank  and  treatment  by  land 
irrigation. 
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High  worth  ...  ...  The  built-up  portion  of  the  Parish  (excepting  the 

Hamlets  of  Hampton  and  Sevenhampton)  are 
sewered,  sewage  is  discharged  at  two  works,  one 
at  Westrop  and  the  other  at  Eastrop.  At  Eastrop 
there  are  two  settling  tanks  and  one  at  Westrop. 
Treatment  at  both  works  is  by  land  irrigation. 

Stratton  St. .Margaret  ...  The  built-up  portion  of  the  Parish  is  sewered,  the 

works  comprise  detritus  tanks,  settling  tanks, 
bacteria  beds,  humus  tanks  and  storm  tanks.  This 
is  a comparatively  modern  plant  being  construct- 
ed in  1936. 

No  works  are  being  commenced  in  the  Parish  of  Highworth  for  the 
scheme  approved  after  a public  enquiry  to  enlarge  the  sewerage  works, 
and  to  provide  the  necessary  pumping  plant,  etc. 

In  no  Parish  has  there  been  any  new  works  of  sewerage  and  sewage 
disposal  of  a very  important  character,  but  due  to  bringing  to  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Local  Authority  the  very  bad  state  of  a length  of  sewer  in  the 
Parish  of  Highworth,  this  length  has  been  completely  re-laid  and  new 
manholes  constructed.  The  sewer  was  found  to  be  of  the  old  barrel  type. 
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REPORT  ON  SAMPLES  OF  WATER  SUBMITTED  FOR  ANALYSIS 
INDIVIDUAL  SUPPLIES. 


Where  Taken 


Blunsdon  House 
58  St.  Phillips  Rd 
200-1  Oxford  Rd. 
198-199  Oxford  Rd 
Calley  Arms 
Hodson 

43-4  St.  Phillips  Rd. 


41-42 

39-40 


33  33 


33  33 


78-9  Kingsdown  Rd 

The  Plough  Inn 
Badbury. 

78-9  Kingsdown  Rd. 
11-12 

The  White  House 
Acorn  Cottage 
The  Grange 
^ (Well) 

The  Grange 

(Tap  in  Bathroom) 
School  House 

2 Station  Road 

The  Mill  House 

Church  Lane 
Cottages 
South  Farm 

Beezleys  Cottage 

Gleeds  Cottage 

The  Heart  in 
Hand 

Coronation  Garage 
1-2  Brimble  Hill 
3-4 
5-6 
7-8 

9-10-11  „ 

110,  111,  112,  113 
Kingsdown  Rd. 
The  Grange 
(Well) 

The  Grange 

(Tap  in  kitchen) 
Wragg  Cottages, 
Shrivenh'am  Rd. 
Acorn  Cottage 
The  White  House 
1-2  Rivers  Cottages 
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33 


33 

33 
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Parish 


Blunsdon 

Stratton 

Stratton 

Stratton 

Chiseldon 

Stratton 

Stratton 

Stratton 

Stratton 


Chiseldon 

Stratton 

Stratton 

S.  Marstc 
S.  Marstc 

Blunsdon 

Blunsdon 

Stanton 

Fitzwarre 

Stanton 

Fitzwarre 

Stanton 


Blunsdon 

Stanton 

Fitzwarre 

Stanton 

Fitzwarre 

Stanton 


Blunsdon 
S.  Marston 
Wroughton 
W roughton 
Wroughton 
Wroughton 
Wroughton 

Stratton 

Blunsdon 

Blunsdon 

Highworth 
S . Marston 
S.  Marston 
S . Marston 


Result 

Action 

Taken 

Bacterio- 

logical 

Satisfactory 

Nil 

Yes 

Gross  Pollution 

Notified  Owners 

Yes 

Gross  Pollution 

Connected  to  mains 

Yes 

Gross  Pollution 

Connected  to  mains 

Yes 

Satisfactory 

Nil 

Yes 

Considerable 

Pollution 

Connected  to  mains 

Yes 

Moderate 

Pollution 

Connected  to  mains 

Yes 

Considerable 

Pollution 

Connected  to  mains 

Yes 

Sample  Broken 

In  Transit 

Connected  to  mains 

Yes 

Gross  Pollution 

Reported  to 
Committee 

Yes 

Gross  Pollution 

Connected  to  mains 

Yes 

Moderate 

Pollution 

Nil 

Yes 

Gross  Pollution 

Notified  Owner 

Yes 

Gross  Pollution 

Notified  Owner 

Yes 

Gross  Pollution 

Notified  Wilts  C.C 

Gross  Pollution 

Notified  Wilts  C.C 

Suspicious 

Reported  to 
Committee 

Yes 

Unsatisfactory 

Reported  to 
Committee 

Yes 

Unsatisfactory 

Reported  to 
Committee 

Yes 

Satisfactory 

Nil 

Yes 

Satisfactory 

Nil 

Yes 

Satisfactory 

Nil 

Yes 

Suspicious 

Reported  to 
Committee 

Yes 

Satisfactory 

Nil 

Yes 

Unsatisfactory 

Notified  Owner 

Yes 

Very  Unsatisfactory 

Notified  Owners 

Yes 

I Very  Unsatisfactory 

Notified  Owners 

Yes 

V ery  Unsatisfactory 

Notified  Owners 

Yes 

I Unsatisfactory 

Notified  Owners 

Yes 

Verv  Unsatisfactory 

Notified  Owners 

Yes 

Very  Unsatisfactory 

Notified  Owners 

Yes 

Satisfactory 

Nil 

Yes 

Satisfactory 

Nil 

Yes 

Satisfactory 

Nil 

Yes 

Unsatisfactory 

Notified  Owners 

Yes 

Unsatisfactory 

Notified  Owners 

Yes 

Unsatisfactory 

Notified  Owners 

Yes 

REPORT  ON  SAMPLES  OF  WATER  SUBMITTED  FOR  ANALYSIS 
PUBLIC  SUPPLIES. 


Where  Taken 

Parish 

Result 

Action 

Taken 

Bacterio- 

logical 

The  Street  ...  | 

Castle  Eaton 

Satisfactory 

Nil 

Yes 

The  Green,  (Standpipe) 

Highworth 

Satisfactory 

Nil 

Yes 

5 Okus  Grove 

Stratton 

Satisfactory 

Nil 

Yes 

17  Greens  Lane 

Wroughton 

Satisfactory 

Nil 

Yes 

Gleeds  Cottage 

Blunsdon 

Gross  Pollution 

Connected  to  mains 

Yes 

Priors  Hill,  (New  main) 

Wroughton 

Moderate 

Pollution 

Nil 

Yes 

Highworth  Rd. 

Moderate 

(New  Main) 

S.  Marston 

Pollution 

Nil 

Yes 

Highworth  Rd. 

(New  Main) 

S.  Marston 

Satisfactory 

Nil 

Yes 

Priors  Hill,  (New  Main) 

Wroughton 

Very  Small 

Pollution 

Nil 

Yes 

36a  High  St.  ... 

Wroughton 

Satisfactory 

Nil 

Yes 

Headlands 

Ham  Road 

Wanborough 

Satisfactory 

Nil 

Yes 

College  Cottages 

Inglesham 

Satisfactory 

Nil 

Yes 

41  High  Street 

Haydon 

Wick 

Satisfactory 

Nil 

Yes 

Butts  Road  (New  Main) 

Chiseldon 

Gross  Pollution 

Nil 

Yes 

Butts  Rd.  (New  Main) 

Chiseldon 

i Gross  Pollution 

Nil 

Yes 

Ambrose  Cottage 

Callas  Hill 

Wanborough 

Slight  Pollution 

Nil 

Yes 

4 New  Council 

Houses 

Blunsdon 

Satisfactory 

Nil 

Yes 

Butts  Road  (New  Main) 

Chiseldon 

Moderate 

Pollution 

Nil 

Yes 

Ham  Road. 

Water  Works 

Wanborough 

Slight  Pollution 

Nil 

Yes 

Callas  Hill 

Moderate 

Reservoir 

Wanborough 

Pollution 

Nil 

Yes 

Ambrose  Cottage 

Callas  Hill 

Wanborough 

Satisfactory 

Nil 

Yes 

xMedboume  Lane, 

Badbury 

Chiseldon 

Satisfactory 

Nil 

Yes 

Butts  Rd.  (New  Main) 

Chiseldon 

Moderate 

Pollution 

Nil 

Yes 

The  Cemetary, 

Butts  Road 

Chiseldon 

Satisfactory 

Nil 

Yes 

1 Council  Houses 

Highworth  Road 

S.  Marston 

Satisfactory 

Nil 

Yes 

Mill  Cottage, 

ldddington 

Liddington 

Satisfactory 

Nil 

Yes 

1 Council  Houses 

Highworth  Rd. 

S.  Marston 

Satisfactory 

Nil 

Yes 

5 Okus  Grove 

Stratton 

Satisfactory 

Nil 

Yes 

Ambrose  Cottage 

Callas  Hill 

Wanborough 

Unsatisfactory 

Nil 

Yes 

Ambrose  Cottage 

Callas  Hill 

Wanborough 

Unsatisfactory 

Nil 

Yes 

Post  Office 

Wanborough 

Suspicious 

Nil 

Yes 

The  Calley  Arms 

Wanborough 

Satisfactory 

Nil 

Yes 

Post  Office 

Wanborough 

Suspicious 

Nil 

Yes 

107  Ermin  St. 

Stratton 

Satisfactory 

Nil 

Yes 

41  Wharf  Road 

Wroughton 

Satisfactory 

Nil 

Yes 

The  Calley  Arms 

Wanborough 

Satisfactory 

Nil 

Yes 

4,  Council  Houses 

L 

Kite  Hill 

Wanborough 

Satisfactory 

Nil 

Yes 

Ambrose  Cottage 

Wanborough 

Satisfactory 

Nil 

Yes 

Post  Office 

Wanborough  Satisfactory 

Nil 

Yes 

REPORT  ON  SAMPLES  OF  WATER  SUBMITTED  FOR  ANALYSIS 
PRIVATE  SUPPLIES. 


Parish 

Result 

Action 

Taken 

[ 

Bacterio- 

logical 

18,  19,  20  Hodson 

Chiseldon 

Slight  Pollution 

Nil 

Yes 

Post  Office 

Bishopstope 

Slight  Pollution 

Nil 

Yes 

18,  19,  20  Hodson  ... 

Chiseldon 

Slight  Pollution 

Nil 

Yes 

Post  Office 

Bishopstone 

Satisfactory 

Nil 

Yes 

3,  Fox  Hill 

Wanborough 

Satisfactory 

Nil 

Yes 

20  Sevenhampton 

Highworth 

Moderate 

Pollution 

Owner  Notified 

Yes 

Hackpen  Cottages, 

Overtown 

Wroughton 

Slight  Pollution 

Nil 

Yes 

3,  Liddington  Warren  ... 

Liddington 

Satisfactory 

Nil 

Yes 

3,  Fox  Hill 

W anbo  rough 

Unsatisfactory 

) 

Nil 

Yes 
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Council  House  Tenancies. 

The  demand  for  Council  owned  property  during  the  year,  far  ex- 
ceeded the  number  it  was  possible  to  erect.  At  the  commencement  of 
the  year,  the  Local  Authority  held  495  applications  for  Council  houses, 
and  the  number  at  the  end  of  December,  1949,  was  613,  altough  it  will 
be  seen  from  the  General  Statistics,  that  the  Council  erected  and  let 
104  new  houses,  in  addition  to  the  existing  Council  owned  properties 
which  had  been  vacated  and  re-let. 

It  may  be  suggested  that  many  of  these  applications  are  duplicate 
applications  with  other  local  authorities,  but  a careful  check  and  investi- 
gation takes  place  in  each  case,  regularly  throughout  the  year,  and  it  was 
found  that  the  majority  of  these  applications  were  from  families  requir- 
ing accommodation  within  this  district  who  have  made  only  one  appli- 
cation. 

The  bulk  of  the  applicants  are  not  in  a position  to  erect  their  own 
houses,  and  are  entirely  dependent  upon  being  provided  with  homes  by 
the  Local  Authority’s  building  programme. 

The  need  appears  to  be  greatest  among  young  couples  who  have  mar- 
ried since,  or  about  the  end  of  hostilities,  and  who  were  satisfied  to  stay 
at  home  or  with  in-laws,  but  where  families  have  increased,  they  now 
desire  a home  of  their  own  in  which  to  bring  up  their  children. 

The  letting  of  the  houses  is  carried  out  in  a similar  manner  to  that 
recorded  in  the  recent  publication  from  His  Majesty’s  Stationery  Office 
“The  Selection  of  Tenants,”  a copy  of  which  was  issued  to  each  Coun- 
cillor and  Representative. 

If  the  application  list  is  to  be  kept  at  a reasonable  and  workable  level, 
it  is  vitally  important  that  a greater  allocation  of  houses  be  granted  to 
the  Local  Authorities,  to  meet  the  urgent  need  of  the  people,  and  to 
prevent  serious  social  problems  or  break  down. 


Squatters  Camps. 

The  position  on  the  camps  at  December  31st,  1949,  was  as  follows: — 
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Situation  of  Camp 

No.  of 
Families 
1949  1948 

Spare 

Accom- 

modation 

i 

Water 

' 

Electricity 

[ 

Sanitary 

Accom- 

modation 

Stanton  Fitzwarren 

Stratton  St.  Margaret 

Wanborough 

Burderop  Camp 

Blunsdon 

Wroughton  

5 7 

21  23 

17  25 

38  39 

11  15 

2 2 

Not  to  be 
re-let 

55 

55 

Waiting 

List 

Not  to  be 
re-let 
Waiting 

List 

. 

Main  Supply 

55 

55 

55 

55 

55 

Yes 

55 

No 

Yes 

No 

Yes 

Pail  Closets 

Water  and 
Pail  Closets 
Pail 

Closets 

Water 

Closets 

» 

TOTAL 

94  111 

On  all  the  camps,  with  the  exception  of  Burderop,  it  was  decided  by 
the  Council,  that  in  view  of  the  insanitary  conditions  on  the  camps,  and 
the  state  of  the  huts,  that  on  the  vacancy  of  any  of  the  huts,  these  should 
not  be  relet,  but  passed  to  the  Ministry  of  Works  for  clearance. 

This  policy  has  produced  a reduction  in  the  number  of  dwellings 
which  were  let,  as  can  be  seen  from  the  table  above. 

During  1950,  an  allocation  of  houses  will  be  made  by  the  Ministry 
of  Health,  for  the  sole  purpose  of  clearing  all  the  camps  except  Burderop, 
and  I am  pleased  to  report  that  my  Council  has  readily  accepted  this 
position,  and  all  the  camps  with  the  exception  of  Burderop,  should  be 
cleared  during  1950,  due  to  the  rapid  progress  which  is  being  made  on 
these  houses. 

It  is  intended  to  use  Burderop  Camp,  where  works  of  improvement 
and  adaptation  have  been  carried  out,  on  a short  term  policy,  for  a further 
two  or  three  years,  but  I sincerely  hope  that  before  the  end  of  this  time, 
an  allocation  of*  houses  will  have  been  made  to  see  the  clearance  of  this 
camp  also,  although  the  conditions  are  very  much  better  than  on  any 
other  camp  mentioned. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

Milk  Supplies. 

The  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949,  made  certain  changes,  in 
that  the  inspection  of  farms  and  methods  of  production  are  no  longer 
carried  out  by  the  Local  Authorities,  but  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture 
and  Fisheries  and  its  officials,  and  the  inspection  and  control  of  distri- 

bution  of  this  supply,  being  dealt  with  by  the  Local  Authority  and  its 
officials. 
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It  is  too  early  to  criticize  or  make  any  statements  on  the  working  of 
the  new  Regulations  at  this  time,  but  early  difficulties  have  been  noticed 
with  regard  to  action  it  may  be  necessary  to  take,  where  samples  of  milk 
are  taken  from  distributors  who  obtain  their  milk  in  bulk  from  large 
dairies,  situated  within  the  disttrict  concerned,  and  who  in  turn  obtain 
their  milk  from  producers  in  scattered  areas.  I feel  that  methods  for 
obtaining  co-operation  in  all  these  cases  could  be  cleared  up,  and  it 
would  be  of  great  assistance  to  all  Local  Authorities,  and  in  fact,  I would 
suggest,  that  a meeting  of  Local  Authority  Officials,  the  County  Coun- 
cil, and  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries,  would  serve  a very 
useful  purpose  and  be  in  the  best  interests  of  the  public. 


Meat  Inspection. 

It  was  reported  in  the  1948  Annual  Report,  that  the  Bacon  Factory 
at  Stratton  St.  Margaret  would  be  put  into  operation  for  the  slaughter 
of  cottagers’  pigs  only,  and  the  curing  of  bacon  for  self  suppliers  only. 

In  1949,  the  Factory  was  put  into  full  operation  both  for  cottagers’ 
pigs,  and  in  addition,  for  the  Ministry  of  Food,  with  a very  great  in- 
crease in  the  number  of  pigs  slaughtered,  and  the  number  inspected. 

The  methods  of  slaughter,  handling  and  supervision  have  proved  to 
be  entirely  satifactory,  and  in  addition,  closely  linked  with  this  Bacon 
Factory,  is  a large  Canning  Factory  adjoining,  which  now  operates  fully, 
and  also  receives  regular  supervision  and  control. 

The  details  of  the  number  of  pigs  slaughtered,  are  reported  in  tabu- 
lated form  below: — 


Pigs 

Number  killed 

1527 

Number  inspected 

1527 

ALL  DISEASES  EXCEPT  T.B. 

Whole  carcases  condemned  ... 

Nil 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ  was 

condemned 

87 

T.B.  ONLY. 

Whole  carcases  condemned  ... 

Nil 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ  was 

condemned 

79 
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Parts  of  Organs  Condemned  at  the  Slaughterhouse. 


41  Pigs  Heads 
26  „ Plucks 

18  „ Hearts 

19  „ Kidneys 

22  „ Lungs 


5 Pigs  Livers 
23  „ Mesenteries 

1 „ Spleen 
4 „ Legs 


The  slaughter  of  animals  for  general  distribution  throughout  this 
area,  is  carried  out  at  the  Government  Centralised  Slaughter  House 
which  is  situated  in  the  Swindon  Borough,  and  under  their  control. 


Unsound  Food. 

During  the  year,  the  following  articles  of  food  were  found  to  be  unfit 
for  human  consumption,  and  Surrender  Notes  were  issued  accordingly. 

Waste  cake  crumbs  and  cuttings 
Beef 

Corned  Beef 
Frozen  Larnb  Livers  ... 

Lamb 
Bacon 

Carcase  of  calf 
Pig  Heads  ... 

Pork  Trimmings 
Cod  Fillets  ... 

Jam,  Cheese,  etc. 

2 Christmas  Puddings 

2 Table  Jellies 

3 Gallons  Pickles 
179  Tins  Various  Foods 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1 933. 

The  number  of  Licenced  Slaughtermen  within  the  district  at  Decem- 
ber 1949,  was  24. 

Sale  of  Ice  Cream  and  Ice  Cream  Premises. 

Routine  inspections  have  been  carried  out  on  all  premises  where  ice 
cream  is  sold,  either  pre-packed  or  by  manufacture.  There  are  two 
Licences  for  the  manufacture  of  ice  cream,  one  for  re-sale,  and  one  for 
private  use.  The  one  for  re-sale  was  closed  down  during  late  1949,  and 
re-registration  will  follow,  if  any  alteration  takes  place. 

No  undue  difficulty  was  met  with,  with  regard  to  any  of  these  prem- 
ises, during  1949,  and  the  methods  of  storage,  refrigeration,  etc.,  were 
generally  found  to  be  satisfactory 


2645  lbs 
631J 
1651 
557 
1204 
118 

229 
83 
56 
5 


33 


33 


33 


33 


33 


33 


33 


33 


33 
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Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds. 

Difficulty  is  still  being  experienced  under  this  heading  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1936,  and  it  is  felt  that  a complete  review  should  be  made 
of  this  section,  particularly  in  view  of  the  Town  and  Country  Planning 
Acts,  which  are  now  seriously  affecting  this  Section. 

The  Law,  within  this  Section,  should  be  clearer  and  easy  to  use,  and 
this  would  result  in  a better  control  of  individual  caravan  Licences,  and 
Licences  to  use  land. 

During  the  year,  the  Council  issued  21  Licences  to  use  caravans,  with- 
in the  district,  but  no  Licences  were  issued  to  use  land  as  sites. 

In  view  of  the  serious  shortage  of  housing,  and  the  sporadic  placing 
of  caravans  throughout  the  district,  it  is  felt  that  it  would  be  better  if 
Local  Authorities  received  some  direction  from  a National  level,  suggest- 
ing that  as  caravans  are  now  in  production,  and  are  easy  to  obtain,  they 
should  prepare  a site,  possibly  one  where  water,  drainage,  etc.,  could  be 
found,  such  as  a disused  Squatters  Camp,  so  that  good  and  proper  con- 
trol can  be  given  to  persons  who  are  unable  to  obtain  homes  of  their  own, 
and  are  trying  their  best  to  obtain  a home  by  means  of  a caravan. 

Progressive  Local  Authorities  are  afraid  to  prepare  sites,  when  under 
Section  269  they  could  not  restrict  these  sites  for  use  by  members  of 
their  own  district,  and  if  a site  was  prepared,  quite  naturally,  Local 
Authorities  around,  would  inform  members  who  are  desirous  of  obtain- 
ing caravan  Licences,  to  apply  to  such  Authority  for  a site,  and  that 
Local  Authority  would  not  be  fulfilling  the  purpose  for  which  the  site 
was  intended. 

It  is  now  time  that  the  Ministry  concerned  gave  a lead  to  Local  Auth- 
orities, to  assist  in  what  is  a help  to  the  present  housing  situation. 


CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND 
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ACTION  UNDER  FACTORY  ACT,  1937. 
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Notices 

served 
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No.  of 

instances 

of  work  in 

unwholesome 
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Cleaning  and  washing  14 


BOROUGH  PRESS,  EASTCOTT  HILL,  SWINDON 


